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Barton Hill Academy

CORE VALUES
Our Core Values, developed in partnership with our whole
school community, reflect our determination that no child
should be left behind.

Responsibility
by all, to all

Excellence
in everything that we do

Success
All members of our school community to achieve
their full potential

Pride
In our school, our children and our community

Equality
Of opportunity and development for all at our school

Compassion
Understanding and caring about each other

Tenacity
Never giving up

Welcome

to BARTON HILL ACADEMY
PART OF VENTURERS TRUST

from tHe
principal
We are a three-form entry
Academy in East Central Bristol
with a wonderful 120-place
nursery. We serve an excitingly
diverse community and many of
our children and families are multilingual. The Academy is growing
fast with ever-increasing numbers throughout the school.
At Barton Hill, we believe that all of our children have
special, individual talents and that we can help them
achieve their full potential in this inclusive, safe, learning-

focused school community. We value the contribution
of all members of our community and work closely with
other groups and agencies in the area.
We offer an exciting curriculum with many opportunities
for enrichment and celebration. All our learning is
embedded with Core Learning Skills to develop the
children’s own understanding of themselves and enable
them to access further learning when they leave us to
become the citizens and leaders of the future.
We are very proud of our children and their families and all
that we can offer them at Barton Hill Academy.
Emma Tovey, Principal
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AN EXCITING WORLD OF

LEARNING
We have a large purpose built site at Barton Hill with
wonderful grounds offering opportunities for learning
inside and outside the classroom. Our children have
access to the field and woods all year round and we
are building on the fantastic learning opportunities this
unique outdoor space can offer.
Our skilled staff have expertise across the curriculum and
ensure a rounded and balanced learning experience for
all children from Nursery to when they leave us at the
end of Year 6.
During the school week children have access to an
increasingly wide range of fun and exciting activities.
We provide swimming, PE and music using expertise
from external coaches and our expert staff. All children
take part in a performance for the school and parents
every year as well as class assemblies.
The health and well-being of our children and families
is imperative and we are working towards the Healthy
Schools Standard. In addition, we have a nurture room
and specialist EAL provision with experienced staff.
Our curriculum is Theme based and contains many
opportunities for cross curricular activities and tasks.
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We believe that children learn best when they have
an opportunity to show off their reading, writing and
maths skills in real life situations, so afternoons allow
children to do this alongside their learning in science,
history and geography.
The development of our children as citizens of the future
is paramount for us and we ensure the children have a
balanced programme of personal, social, spiritual and
moral educational opportunities based around our
values, our Core Learning skills, British Values, our RE
curriculum and our Jigsaw programme which develops
personal knowledge and self-awareness.
We believe that no child should be left behind and our
learning environment reflects this.
Every classroom is well equipped to meet the
individual needs of the children, including specialist
equipment for children learning English as an
additional language and children with additional
needs, both physical and educational.
All our teaching is based around mastery and enabling
children to explore their ideas with a view to being the
best that they can be.
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Starting
School
A Partnership WITH PARENTS AND CARERS

At Barton Hill, we have a fantastic well-equipped Nursery,
which provides the vital grounding for children to be school
ready and take the next step into Reception. Our Phase 1
team works closely together to ensure smooth transitions
for all our children and their parents. We provide support
for families to help them understand the needs of all the
children as they progress and develop. We work with a key
group system, which enables each child and their family to
have a quality point of contact for communication and daily
progress updates.

For children starting in Nursery or Reception, we hold
Parent Information Sessions to introduce our staff and go
through aspects of school life.

Our Nursery is an integral part of the school and all children
have the opportunity to use our wonderful grounds for
outdoor learning.

We have ‘celebration of work’ days at the end of each
Theme week where parents are invited to come in and
see the exciting learning that has taken place. We have
open mornings throughout the year where parents can
come in and spend half an hour in class with the children
as they learn.

We believe that families and carers are co–educators
alongside the school. As such, it is important that we have a
close relationship with our children and their families. When
your child starts at Barton Hill Academy, there is always a
home visit to meet the family in less formal surroundings
and swap information. This enables your child to feel safe
and secure in the knowledge that their new class teacher
and all the adults who will be helping them, understand
their individual needs and talents.

During the school day, families can contact the school in
various ways. There are always members of the Leadership
Team in the playground before school and class teachers are
available at the end of school. Our Family Support Worker is
often in the playground before school or can be contacted
via the School Office.

Three times a year parents have the opportunity to attend
Family Learning Conferences to discuss their child’s
learning. These are led by the children so they can share
their successes and targets. During the other terms, there
are progress updates for every child.
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LIFE

AT BARTON HILL ACADEMY
Our Core Learning is integral to all aspects of our school
life and provides children with Life Long Learning skills.
There is a different focus each term: Learning with
Others; Developing Independence and Responsibility;
Becoming Better Learners; Knowing Me, Knowing You;
Thinking Skills; and Speaking and Listening.

We aim for all our children to develop their
understanding of these areas throughout their time with
us to enable them to become learners for life and wellrounded members of their communities.

Healthy
SCHOOL

We are committed to being a Healthy School. We work
closely with our school meals provider to ensure all
children have access to a nutritious meal at lunchtime.
Our curriculum has many opportunities for our children to
improve their fitness and understand what it means to be
healthy. Healthy minds and well-being are also vital to

this process so we build mindfulness sessions into our
school day and opportunities for children to discuss
issues during one-to-one or circle time sessions. We also
provide health information for parents through our
Family Room Forums.

SUCCESS
We have many opportunities for our children to celebrate
success. We have a new House Point System, where each
pupil is allocated a 'house' - giving them the opportunity
to win prizes and rewards for the best house team.
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We also have weekly celebration assemblies where
children receive certificates for success in effort,
excellence and exhibiting our school values. The
children receiving this last reward have a special table
to sit at during lunchtime. We as well have distinction
time each Friday for all pupils.
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LEARNING
At Barton Hill Academy, we believe that all children should
be given the opportunity and development to be the best
that they can be regardless of their starting points within
the school. All of our children are capable of great success
and we aim to unlock the potential within. To this end, we
provide high quality teaching with afternoon interventions
for those children requiring catch up.

MUSIC
All children have weekly music lessons from our outside
specialists. In addition, we offer guitar lessons through
our Pupil Premium enrichment programme.
All classes take part in our Winter singing festival as well
as a performance each year, which includes musical
numbers. The children love these and it shows off their
talents, improving year after year.

Our choir has opportunities to take part in county-wide
competitions and festivals, which they really enjoy.

SPORT
As part of our aim towards achieving Healthy Schools
status, sport has a high profile. We offer many after school
clubs as well as opportunities for various teams to take part
in competitions across Bristol as well as within the Trust.

STEM
With our focus on mastery, we offer workshops for our
children to develop their understanding of Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM). We have
partnerships with providers to focus on the development
of our students with a view to broadening their
aspirations for later life.
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MOST ABLE
All children are challenged during their learning. We aim
for mastery of the curriculum so our most able students
are given opportunities to develop their high order
thinking skills through group work and enrichment.
Each term we have Theme weeks where the whole school
can come together to focus on one area of the
curriculum. These may include: art, history, science, STEM,
global learning.
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During these weeks, all our children can access cross–
curricular projects engineered to stretch and challenge.
We also offer a gifted and talented programme, giving
access to activities and workshops which aim to challenge
and support pupils who have the potential of significant
development.

11

CO-CURRICULAR AND

ENRICHMENT
Our Theme-based curriculum offers
enrichment opportunities each term through
visitors and trips. In addition, children have
other opportunities in different year groups to
take part in sport, drama, singing, choir
concerts, seasonal celebrations, music and
dance workshops.
We offer a fantastic range of after school clubs
and activities provided by expert coaches and
practitioners as well as clubs run by our staff.
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During our weekly Friday Enrichment
time, teachers offer a range of different
activities for children to participate in,
things they may never ordinarily try. Our
aim is to challenge children to try something
new.
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PUPIL VOICE
At Barton Hill Academy, we have a very strong, motivated
school council comprising an elected child from each
class. They meet every two weeks to discuss issues
important to them, the school development plan, British
Values, behaviour, learning environment, current affairs
and pastoral issues.

These issues are taken back to each class to be discussed
during the class weekly learning forums. Once a term the
Learning Council meets with the Principal to discuss their
findings and recommendations for implementation.
We have Academy Ambassadors to lead on aspects
around the school such as environment, playground
friends, recycling and showing visitors around.

Family room
We have a thriving Family Room which offers a variety
of opportunities weekly including Parent Forums, ESOL
courses, Stay and Play, resourcing for the classrooms and
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a space for The Friends of Barton Hill parent group to
get together to discuss fundraising and issues to support
the life of our school.
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A bit more

about us
Barton Hill Academy is part of Venturers Trust (a multi-academy trust)
which benefits from having expertise in running different types of
state-funded schools.

Our Sponsors
The work of Venturers Trust is made possible through the outstanding support and expertise provided by our sponsors the
Society of Merchant Venturers and the University of Bristol and is brought to life by an excellent staff team. The sponsors
are the key to the success of Barton Hill Academy and are what makes our school unique. They are an essential part of our
vision, able to give our pupils exceptional chances, experiences and opportunities unavailable elsewhere.

The Society of Merchant Venturers

University of Bristol

The Society of Merchant Venturers (SMV) is a philanthropic
organisation whose increasingly diverse membership
works with and supports people and communities from
the wider Bristol area through education, care for older
people, charitable giving and social enterprise.

The University of Bristol ranks as one of the top 10
universities in the United Kingdom. It is actively
involved in the governance of our schools and in the
development of the curriculum and allows our students
and staff to access its excellent facilities.

In education, SMV’s simple but highly ambitious vision is
to transform the life-chances of students from the richly
diverse set of schools within Venturers Trust, both during
their educational journey and beyond.

The university also offers support in other areas such
as student mentoring, subject expertise, higher degree
and research opportunities for staff at Venturers Trust
and an innovative, exciting and inclusive programme
for students as part of the university’s commitment to
widening participation and access to higher education.

The Society’s expertise in education spans more than four
centuries and today, the commitment is practical as well
as financial, with many of its members taking active roles
in the governance of Venturers Trust and the wide range
of schools within the Trust.
SMV firmly believes there is nothing more important
to the health of our communities than outstanding
education and training in life skills for young people.

The university provides extensive support and
opportunities for our Sixth Forms including
scholarships, preferential offers of grades to gain a
place, with the additional possibility of bursaries to
support undergraduate degree studies.
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Barton Hill
ACADEMY
Queen Ann Road, Barton Hill, Bristol, BS5 9TX
Tel: 0117 903 0407
Email: info@bartonhillbristol.org

bartonhillbristol.org

