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Aims and Objectives 
Religious education enables children to investigate and reflect on some of the 
most fundamental questions asked by people.   
 
At Barton Hill Academy we develop the children’s knowledge and understanding 
of the major world faiths, especially those that are the main faiths of children 
and staff within our school. Children reflect on what it means to have a faith and 
to develop their own spiritual knowledge and understanding. 
 
 We help the children learn from religions as well as about religions. 
 
The aims of religious education are to help children: 
 

• develop knowledge and understanding of the major world religions   
found in Britain; 

• develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious 
tradition; 

• be able to reflect on their own experiences and to develop a personal 
response to the fundamental questions of life; 

 develop investigative and research skills and to enable them to make 
reasoned judgements about religious issues; 

 develop knowledge and understanding of the British Values such as 
tolerance, respect and liberty; 

• develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues in life experiences; 
• develop an understanding and appreciation of the cultural differences in 

Britain today; 
• have respect for other peoples’ views and to celebrate the diversity in 

society. 
 
 
  



The Legal Position of Religious Education 
 
Religious Education is statutory and sits alongside the national curriculum. The 
RE curriculum forms an important part of our school’s spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural teaching. It also promotes education for citizenship. The Education 
Reform Act 1988 (ERA) states that the RE syllabus should reflect the fact that the 
religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, and that it should, 
at the same time, be inclusive of the teachings and practices of other major 
religions. This does not include Collective Worship time as this is a separate 
requirement. 
 
 
Teaching and Learning Style 
We base our teaching and learning style in Religious Education on the key 
principle that good teaching in RE allows children to learn both about religious 
traditions and reflect on what the religious ideas and concepts mean to them.  
Initially, we encourage children to think about their own views and values in 
relation to the themes and topics studied in the RE curriculum. Our teaching 
then enables children to extend their own sense of values, promoting their 
spiritual growth and development. Furthermore, RE contributes significantly to 
literacy skills as it encourages children to evaluate and critically think about 
certain issues within RE.  Our teaching and learning styles in RE enable children 
to build on their own experiences and extend their knowledge and 
understanding of religious traditions. We aim to invite people of different faiths 
or parents into school to talk to the children about special events / celebrations 
within their religion. 
 
Trips 
In each year group, children will visit at least one place of worship linked to their 
RE theme. When they leave Barton Hill Academy, the children will have 
experienced a place of worship for each of the major world faiths (appendix 1).  
We visit places of worship as guests and learners, not as worshippers. As a guide 
for staff and parents, a cultural and places of worship set of guidelines have been 
devised (appendix 2). 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Curriculum Planning in Religious Education 
 
We use a scheme of learning called Discovery RE which has been developed in 
accordance with the North Bristol and Somerset Agreed Syllabus.  The scheme 
adopts an enquiry-based approach to teaching and learning. Each term, each 
year group will investigate a given enquiry question linked to one of the 6 key 
religions. Each enquiry has a learning objective which shows the learning over 
the enquiry and SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural) development 
opportunities are mapped throughout as is each enquiry’s contribution to the 
British Values agenda. 
 
We ensure that the themes studied in religious education build upon prior 
learning. We offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills 
and knowledge during each theme, and we ensure that the planned progression 
built into the scheme of work offers the children an increasing challenge as they 
move through the school. 
 
We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely 
differing abilities, and so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all 
children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We 
achieve this through teachers annotating and differentiating the plans from the 
scheme for each lesson they teach and by differentiating the work and the level 
of support given. 
 
To represent the diversity within Barton Hill Academy, the overviews provided 
by the Discovery RE scheme, have been altered, in accordance with the scheme, 
to ensure a wider range of religions are studied within each year group (see 
appendix 3). In addition to using the Discovery RE scheme, where possible, 
major religious festivals are encouraged to be incorporated into RE lessons and 
even taught discretely through whole school assemblies (see appendix 3 for an 
exemplar KS1/KS2 and appendix 4 for a list of key festivals to be covered in 
assemblies from 2019-20). 
 
Assessment and Recording 
The standard of work in RE is expected to meet the targets children are following 
in other core subjects. Work should be recorded in books or files. Any 
photographs that are taken of work or visits should be placed in books/file or 
even stored on the school system in the appropriate RE folders. Displays of the 
work are also valued. Each term, work linked to the RE curriculum and even 
celebrations are displayed within the school.   



 
To assess the children in Religious Education, teachers are expected to use the 
Discovery RE Assessment. This assessment provides end of key state age-related 
expectations and 3 age-related expectation descriptors for each enquiry in each 
year group. These expectations give guidance for assessing each of the 3 aspects 
of learning involved. Teachers are to use terms such as working towards, 
achieved and greater depth (in line with the School Pupil Track Online 
assessment).  Each descriptor is colour coded which is highlighted within the 
planning to help teachers identify the focus of that step and assess children 
accordingly.    
 
 
Early Years and Foundation Stage 
We teach religious education to all children in the school, including those in the 
EYFS. In EYFS, religious education is an integral part of the topic work covered 
during the year. As the reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the 
National Curriculum, we relate the religious education aspects of the children’s 
work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals which underpin the 
curriculum planning for children aged three to five. 
 
Through teaching religious education in our school, we provide opportunities for 
spiritual development. Children consider and respond to questions concerning 
the meaning and purpose of life. We help them to recognise the difference 
between right and wrong through the study of moral and ethical questions. We 
enhance their social development by helping them to build a sense of identity in 
a multicultural society. Children explore issues of religious faith and values and, 
in so doing, they develop their knowledge and understanding of the cultural 
context of their own lives. 
 
Resources 
We have a wide variety of resources in our school to be able to teach R.E 
including Curriculum Visions books (there is a full set for each faith in each year 
group) and artefacts. There is also additional funding for trips. 
 

 



Appendix 1 

Whole School Cultural and Places of Worship Visit 19-20  



Appendix 2 
 
 
 

Cultural and Places of Worship  
Educational Visit Guidelines 

   
        Learning takes place outside the classroom as well as inside it.  

        Visits are highly valuable educational experiences.  

Learning inside the classroom is made better by visits outside, as pupils gain 

first-hand experiences of the diverse sacred spaces within the community 

they’re part of. 

The following is advice to all staff towards children: 

+ Share the purpose of the trip with pupils explaining the link with your Religious 
Educational theme.  

+ Encourage the children to enjoy experiencing and learning something new.  

+ Remind pupils that there is diversity and variety within all traditions (i.e. the 
building being visited might differ in some ways from other buildings of that faith 
tradition). 

+ Set and share expectations of behaviour, rules and dress codes (inform pupils 
of requirements, explaining the reasons behind this). 

+ Plan questions with children prior to the visit and encourage them to ask these.  

+ Allow pupils to compare and share their experience of their own faiths as this 
will help to develop their understanding more so.  

+ Allow pupils to reflect on what they’ve learnt, share their thoughts and ask 
further questions.  

The following is advice to all staff towards parents: 

+ Inform parents of all cultural or religious educational visits, briefly explaining  
the purpose and proposed activities for the visit.  



+ Send a letter sharing the above with also reference made to suggested dress 
codes. i.e. at a Gurdwara covering hair/ at a Mosque/Mandir/Gurdwara/Buddhist 
Vihara removing shoes).  A master copy will be available and saved under the RE 
folder on the R-drive.  

+ When organising a trip (be it at a cultural building or place of worship), ensure 
with the organiser that shared information will be factual, with no intention of 
persuasion.  

The following is advice to all parents: 

+ If you need more information, speak to the class teacher after school.   

+ Encourage pupils to attend these trips, as it develops their understanding and 

respect of others in their community- aiding community cohesion. 

+ Be assured that if a dress code is shared with you, the children are asked to do 

so as only a sign of respect- this would not be part of a form of worship. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



Appendix 3 
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Appendix 4 

 
Key Religious Festivals 2019-20 
 
Term 1 
Harvest- Sept 23rd (Christianity)  
Rosh Hashannah (Jewish New Year) -30th September (Judaism)  
 
 
Term 2 
Guru Nanak- Nov 28th(Sikhism) 
Diwali- 27th October (Hinduism, Sikhism, Bhuddism)  
Advent Sunday-1st December (Christianity)  
Hanukkah- 22nd December (Judaism) 
Christmas- December 25th (Christianity) 
 
 
Term 3 
 
Guru Gobind Singh- Jan 5th (Sikhism) 
 
Term 4 
Ash Wednesday - February 26th (Christianity) 
Holi March 9th (Hinduism)- 
Good Friday- April 10th (Christianity) 
 
 
Term 5 
Ramadan- April 23rd (Islam) 
Eid al Fitr- May 23rd (Islam) 
 
Term 6 

 


