
Writing key objectives for all year groups.  These objectives are to be met by the end of the year 

 

Year 1 key objectives 

Spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught  
Naming the letters of the alphabet in order.  
Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that 
include words using the GPCs and common exception words 
taught so far. 

 

Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting 
and finishing in the right place.  

Sequencing sentences to form short narratives  
Re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense  
Beginning to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full 
stop, question mark or exclamation mark  

  

 

Year 2 key objectives 

Segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these 
by graphemes, spelling many correctly.  

Learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more 
spellings are already known, and learn some words with each 
spelling, including a few common homophones. 

 

Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and 
relationship to one another and to lower case letters.  

Writing for different purposes  
Encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence.  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and 
punctuation [for example, ends of sentences punctuated 
correctly]. 

 

Learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly, 
including full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, question 
marks 

 

Learning how to use commas for lists  
The present and past tenses correctly and consistently including 
the progressive form 

 

Subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and co-ordination 
(using or, and, or but).  

Understanding the use of the suffixes -er, -est in adjectives and 
the use of the -ly in Standard English to turn adjectives into 
adverbs. 

 

 

Year 3 key objectives 

Organising simple paragraphs around a theme.  
Creating simple settings, characters and a basic plot in narratives.  
Beginning to use simple organisational devices in non-narrative 
material [for example, headings and sub-headings].  

Proof-read for some spelling and punctuation errors.  
Using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past 
tense  

Using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and 
cause.  

Understanding the use of the forms a or an according to whether 
the next word begins with a consonant or a vowel [for example, a 
rock, an open box]. 

 

Beginning to use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech  

 



 

 

 

Year 4 key objectives 

 Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, 
that include words and punctuation taught so far. 

 

Organising paragraphs around a theme.  
Creating settings, characters and plot in narratives.  
Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.  
Choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and 
cohesion and to avoid repetition.  

Using fronted adverbials.  
Understanding Standard English forms for verb inflections instead 
of local spoken forms [for example, we were instead of we was, or 
I did instead of I done 

 

Using and punctuating direct speech  

 

 

Year 5 key objectives 

Beginning to identify the audience for and purpose of the writing, 
often selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing 
as models for their own 

 

Beginning to describe settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 
in narratives. 

 

Beginning to use some organisational and presentational devices 
to structure text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, 
and bullet points]. 

 

Beginning to use the correct tense throughout a piece of writing.  
Beginning to proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors  
Using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility.  
Converting nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes [for 
example, –ate; –ise; –ify  

Understanding devices to build cohesion within a paragraph [for 
example, then, after that, this, firstly  

Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing  

 

 

Year 6 key objectives 

Use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words.  
Identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting 
the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own. 

 

Describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 
dialogue to convey character and advance the action in 
narratives. 

 

Using further organisational and presentational devices to 
structure text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, 
bullet points, underlining]. 

 

Ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a 
piece of writing.  

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.  



Recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for 
formal speech and writing, including subjunctive forms.  

Using passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in a 
sentence  

Understanding layout devices [for example, headings, sub-
headings, columns, bullets, or tables, to structure text]. 

 

Using a colon to introduce a list  
Punctuating bullet points consistently.  

 

 

 


