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This is a report on how we support children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
(SEND) in our academy. Please also read our SEND policy, which can be found on our Academy website. 

 

What should I do if I think my child has 
a special educational need or 
disability? 

At Barton Hill Academy we pride ourselves on building positive relationships with parents/ carers. We are always open and 
honest and want parents/ carers to feel able to do the same with us. 
 
If you are concerned about your child’s development or behaviour, please come and talk to us. It is important that you talk 
to your child’s class teacher / keyworker first and they will liaise with the SENCO. If you prefer you can ask directly for an 
appointment with: 
 

• Jason Brain- Special Education Needs Coordinator (SENDCO) & Inclusion Lead 

• Gayle Myring – Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) & Family Support 
 

 
Address and telephone number of school: 
Barton Hill Academy, Queen Ann Road, Barton Hill, Bristol, BS5 9TX 
0117 903 0407 
 

How does Barton Hill Academy 
identify children with special 
educational needs? 

Children are identified as having SEND in a variety of ways including the following: 

• Concerns raised by a parent/ carer 

• Liaison with the child’s nursery school/ previous setting 

• Concerns raised by child’s class teacher/ keyworker e.g. the child is performing below age related expected levels 

• Liaison with outside agencies: 

• Health diagnosis from a paediatrician 

• Identification following assessment 
 
Our criteria for placing a child on the SEND register is: 

- Consistently slow progress in a core area of learning 
- Significant attainment gaps between child and peer group 

 



Who will oversee, plan and work with 
my child? 

Your child’s class teacher/ keyworker will oversee, plan and work with each child with SEND in their class to make sure they 
are making progress in every area of the curriculum / EYFS. 
 
The SENDCo co-ordinates all the provision for children requiring additional support. They do this by giving direct advice and 
arranging for professional to come into school and give advice. 
We also have a family link who can support families and signpost them to relevant organisations within the community. 
 
Some children have additional support from a TA (teaching assistant) or EYP (Early years practitioner) working with them 
individually or as part of a small group. 

How will I know how my child is 
doing?  
 
How will I be involved in discussions 
about and planning for my child’s 
education? 

For all parents and carers, we offer an open-door policy. You are welcome to make an appointment to meet with your 
child’s class teacher/ keyworker or the SENDCo to discuss how your child is getting on. We recognise that as a parent/carer 
you will know your child best and we value your views and contributions to your child’s education. Similarly, if you feel it 
would be helpful, we can offer advice and practical ideas for how you can further support your child at home  
 
For parents and carers of children with identified  Special Education Needs (SEN), your child’s class teacher/ keyworker will 
meet with you at least three times a year to discuss your child’s needs, support and progress. There will also be additional, 
informal discussions with you throughout the year. During these meetings, your child’s support overview (pupil profile) will 
be reviewed and updated. At this meeting they will explain the extra help your child will have in school.     

                               
If your child has complex SEND that requires a SEND Support Plan or statutory Education health and Care Plan (EHCP) then 
you will also have a more formal meeting (annual review) will take place to discuss your child’s progress. This will be an 
opportunity to make any necessary amendments to the plans.  A report will be written which you will receive a copy of. 
 
We encourage parents to work in partnership with school by supporting your child at home by attending parents evenings, 
meetings etc. You can arrange to talk to the SENDCo at parents evening or any other time of the year. 



How are the governors involved, and 
what are their responsibilities? 

Our SEND governor is:  Judy Clarke 
 
The SENDCO reports to the school governors to inform them about the progress of children with SEND. This is a 
confidential report and does not name children The governor responsible for SEND meets the SENDCo regularly. 
The governors agree priorities for spending the SEND budget so that interventions can make the most impact. 
 

How will the curriculum be matched to 
meet my child’s needs?  
What is Barton Hill’s approach to 
differentiation and how will they help 
my child access the curriculum? 
-- 

Each class teacher will provide a curriculum that is adapted to meet children’s individual needs. This ensures children can 
have work at their own level. Class teachers deliver high quality teaching that is differentiated and personalised so that the 
individual needs are met and adapted where necessary. 
Specific resources and strategies will be used to support every child individually and in groups 
Class teachers plan lessons to ensure barriers are reduced and outcomes are challenging yet achievable.  
Teachers are supported to do this by curriculum leads and the SENDCO. They are also provided with opportunities for 
further training in this area. 
A few children with additional needs will have work individually planned for them and may access additional support from  
the class teacher, teaching assistants or specialist staff. As illustrated below 

                                                                           
 

What support is there for behaviour, 
avoiding exclusion and increasing 
attendance? 
 

As a school we have a positive approach to behaviour with a clear reward system that is followed by all staff and pupils (see 
policies on website) 
Personalised behaviour and support plans are written for pupils if required. 
Barton Hill Academy has adopted a Thrive based approach to supporting pupils with their social emotional development. 
This includes whole school training and a number of staff becoming fully trained Thrive practitioners 
 
The academy has a specialist behaviour HLTA to help support children to resolve conflict. 
 
Attendance is monitored closely by the school. Lateness and absence are recorded and reported to Gayle Myring. 

What support does the school provide 
to ensure the wellbeing of my child? 
 
 

We are an inclusive school: we welcome and celebrate diversity. All staff work together to promote the self-esteem of 
every child. 
As a school we place high importance on listen to and acting upon the views and opinions of all children including those 
with SEND. Children with SEND are provided additional pastoral support (should it be required) to ensure their voices are 
heard.  



The school promotes a positive behaviour ethos and teaches children strategies to help them socially and emotionally 
within lessons including –PSHE, circle time 
The school have adopted the ladder reward system to encourage and support positive behaviour amongst pupils. This also 
includes weekly whole school celebration assemblies. 
The class teacher/ keyworker has overall responsibility for the pastoral, medical and social care of every child in their class. 
Please see your class teacher/ keyworker if you have any concerns about your child’s wellbeing. 
If further support is needed, then the class teacher will ask the SENDCo / SLT for advice. This might mean a referral to an 
outside agency- we always ask for consent for this. 
  
 

How does Barton Hill Academy 
manage the administration of 
medicine? 
 

The school have a policy regarding the administration of medication and we can only administer prescribed medication. 
 
Parents must take any prescribed medications to the school office. The administrative staff will ensure the correct forms 
are completed and procedures followed. 
 
There is regular staff training for medical issues e.g first aid, admin of meds, epi-pens, and diabetes. 
 
Care plans are written for all children with long term medical needs. There is a register of children with long-term medical 
needs. 

How does the school ensure children 
with SEND have equal access and input 
to views at school? 
 
 

We have Rights Respecting Ambassadors that meets regularly. There are two representatives from every class from yr 1-6. 
These reps gather the views of all children in their class and bring them to the meeting where they look at ways to make 
school an even better place.  We also have suggestion boxes to encourage pupils to have their say.  
Individual children with SEND have an individual pupil profile that outlines their strengths and interests, what they find 
hard and how best to support. These are written in collaboration with the teacher, pupil, parents/ carers and external 
agency advice (if appropriate)  
Children have the opportunity to discuss their progress and targets together with their teachers and parents via pupil voice, 
individual profile reviews and parent’s evenings. 
Pupil voice surveys are undertaken to gather opinions and views form the students at Barton Hill Academy. 
 

 Communication and 
Interaction 

Cognition and Learning Social, Emotional and Mental 
Health 

Sensory and /or physical 

What specialist services and expertise 
are available at Barton Hill Academy?  
At Barton Hill we have … 
A full time SENDCo, THRIVE 
practitioners, Speech & Language 
Therapist 
External agencies are involved when 
we require specialist input and 

Speech and language 
services- Talk therapy 
and NHS 
Bristol Autism Team 
Educational 
Psychologist 

SENCAT 
Educational psychologist 
Paediatrician 

CAMHs (child mental health 
services) 
Social care 
Paediatrician 
ALP hub 
Families in focus 

School nurse 
Occupational therapy 
Paediatrician 
Physio therapist 
Sensory impairment team 



expertise beyond normal school 
resources. 
 

How will my child be included in activities 
outside of the classroom, including going 
on trips, playtimes, clubs etc  

Activities and school trips are available to all. Equality act 2010-“activity will be modified if a child cannot access it” 
Risk assessments and procedures are in place to enable all children to participate. 
If it is deemed that a child needs one to one support then resources and appropriate provision will be allocated as much as 
deemed safe and reasonable to do so. 
 

How accessible is Barton Hill Academy The Academy is suited to all children requiring a mainstream setting –see accessibility plan. 
We seek and act upon advice from specialist agencies where required to make adaptations.  
We have a number of bilingual members of staff who assist us in supporting families who have English as an additional 
language. 
We have a specialist EAL TA who supports children across the school who are new to English. 
We ensure a rich learning environment for all learners with positive role models and culturally wide images and resources. 
Individual resources are adapted as needed. 

How will the school prepare and 
support my child when they join or 
transfer to another school? 
 
 

 

We offer a home visit for every new arrival starting in nursery and reception. 
We offer a home visit for all children arriving mid-year. 
We encourage all children and their families to visit the academy prior to joining us. For children with SEND we encourage 
additional visits. 
 
If a child with SEND is transferring to us from another setting, we will endeavour to visit them in their current setting. If this 
is not possible we will liaise closely with the child’s current setting to ensure a smooth transfer. 
 
When a child with SEND is preparing to leave us for a new setting, enhanced transition arrangements are put into place. 
 
We have close links with all the local secondary schools to plan a programme of transition for year 6. 
We liaise closely with staff when receiving and transferring children to different settings ensuring all relevant paperwork is 
passed on and all needs are discussed and understood. 
 
If your child has complex needs and EHCP a meeting will be held to plan transition to which we will invite staff from both 
settings and any outside agencies involved in supporting your child. 
 

How will the school prepare and 
support my child when they move 
between year groups/ key stages? 

When a child with SEND is moving to a new class / key stage -enhanced discussions are held between current and receiving 
teacher. In many cases a transition plan is created that includes additional visits and other personalised arrangements. 

How are resources allocated and 
matched to meet children’s SEND 
needs? 

We ensure that the needs of all children who have SEND are met to the best of the school’s ability with the funds available. 
The school has a delegated budget for children with SEND and this is used to provide effective provision for individual 
children. The school will allocate resources and deploy staff according to need 
 



The spending depends on the needs of the individual children. The children with the most need receive the most support 
The budget is allocated on a needs basis. 
On-going discussion with parents and outside agencies will take place with the child’s class teacher and SENDCo. 
 
Where a child requires support beyond the notional school SEND budget the school will make an application to the Local 
Authority for Top Up funding. 
 

How is the decision made about what 
type and how much support my child 
will receive? 

Ongoing discussions with parents will take place involving your child’s class teacher, SENDCO and other relevant agencies. 
Different children will require different types of support. We deliver interventions that have proven results to aid Reading, 
writing, maths, language, physical, social and emotional skills. Parents will be informed of these interventions and related 
targets. 
The aim of these interventions is to close the gaps in their learning to achieve age related expectations. 

How will we know if the support that 
has been put in place has had an 
impact? 
 

All children are regularly assessed to ensure they are making good progress. Academic progress is monitored ongoing, via a 
termly data update and pupil progress conferences. Social and emotional progress is measured via Thrive and specific 
individual target progress expectations set.  
Children may move off the SEND register if they have made sufficient progress.  
Parents/ carers views will be sought as part of this review process. 

What should I do if I disagree with 
what you are doing and want to make 
a complaint? 

In the first instance, we would encourage parents to talk to the class teacher or SENDCO to see if the issue can be resolved.  
However Barton Hill Academy does have a formal complaint procedure a copy of which is available on the academy website 
or from the office. 

Where do I find out more about what 
there is for children and young people 
with SEND and their families in the 
local area? 

Further information can be found by visiting Bristol’s local offer. The Local Offer site is a single place for information, 
services and resources for children and young people from birth to 25 years old who have special educational needs or 
disabilities, and for their families and carers. 
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/web/bristol-local-offer 

 

https://www.bristol.gov.uk/web/bristol-local-offer

