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What kinds of special need does Barton Hill Academy provide for? 

Barton Hill Academy is an inclusive mainstream school that strives to ensure a safe, respectful and 
caring learning environment where children are ready to learn and are facilitated to be the best 
they can be. We see pour children as individuals with their own strengths, interests, barriers and 
personalities. We are committed to providing high-quality education for all regardless of age, 
gender, ethnicity, impairment, attainment or family background. As a primary mainstream school, 
we cater for a range of abilities. Therefore, we have a duty in relation to identifying and supporting 
all Children with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND). Our school currently provides 
additional and/or different provision for a range of needs, including: 

Cognition and Learning Moderate Learning Difficulties 

Specific Learning Difficulties 

Social, Emotional & Mental Health Social Emotional & Mental Health 

Communication and Interaction Speech, Language and Communication Needs 

Autistic Spectrum (ASD/ASC) 

Sensory and Physical Visual Impairment 

Hearing Impairment 

Multisensory Impairment 

Physical Disability 

How does the school know if a child has SEN? 

 

 

A child or you person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for 
special educational provision to be made for them. A child of compulsory school age or a 
young person has a learning difficulty or disability if they:  
 

a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the 

same age; or 

 
b) have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational 

facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream 

schools or mainstream post-16 institutions.  

 
A child under compulsory school age has special educational needs if they fall within the 
definition at (a) or (b) above or would do so if special educational provision was not made 
for them. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……. 
 
Children must not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because the language 
or form of language of their home is different from the language in which they will be taught. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…… 
 
A pupil has SEN where their learning difficulty or disability calls for special educational 
provision, that is provision different from or additional to that normally available to pupils of 
the same age.  
 

Special Educational needs and/or disability code of practice: 0-25 years - January 2015 



 4 

When children are first admitted to the school, they are given time to settle in. We get 
information about learning needs from conversations with the child, the family, the child’s 
last school and also from records as soon as we have them.  

For children already at our school, we regularly observe, assess and record the progress of all 
children. This is used to identify children who are not progressing satisfactorily and who may 
need additional help. Sometimes the help will be for a short time in just one area (such as 
learning times tables facts) as part of a group. At other times we may feel that your child 
would benefit from ongoing resources and strategies alongside some targeted learning 
support. Early identification of Children with SEN is a priority for us. All teachers, alongside 
parents and other staff are responsible for identifying Children with SEN and, in collaboration 
with the SENDCo, will ensure that any children needing extra support are identified as soon 
as possible.  

We also use the following ways to identify whether or not a child may have special educational 
needs: 

 Meeting/discussion with the child’s nursery school/ previous school 

 Concerns raised by the child’s class teacher e.g. the child is performing below age 
expected levels 

 Meeting with outside agencies e.g. a speech and language therapist 

 Health diagnosis from a paediatrician 

 Discussions at Pupil Progress Meetings 

 Concerns raised by a parent or carer 
 

If teachers believe that a child may benefit from additional provision, they may complete a 
SEN Concern Form. This is a working document that gathers as much relevant information in 
one place as possible. A concern may be raised if: 

 progress is significantly slower than children of their own age 

 a child is making less progress that they were before 

 a child is unable to catch up to the learning of other children 

 a child is falling further and further behind the learning of other children 

The SENDCo will investigate further by doing things such as chatting with your child, finding 
out your views; making observations; looking in books and speaking to staff. The SENDCo and 
teacher will then review the strategies and support currently in place to decide whether he 
or she has difficulties that call for special educational provision to be made.  

The possible outcomes of a SEN Concern Form are 1) That staff will be given advice to develop 
wider inclusive practice in the classroom or 2) That the child will, for a period of time, be 
added to the SEN register as a child needing additional support. We will create a Special 
Intervention Plan (SIP) to show what we will be doing to help, and they will usually access 
targeted teaching of the skills they need. 

What should I do if I think my child has SEN? 

We strive to have open and honest relationships with our parents and would hope that you 
feel confident in talking to us about the support you feel your child needs. If you have a 
concern about your child’s learning, you should discuss this, in the first instance, with the 
class teacher. If you agree that further support may be needed for your child, the teacher can 
complete a SEN Concern form or you may decide to arrange a meeting with the SENDCo.   
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The SENDCo can be contacted by appointment through school reception or directly via email on 

sophie.palmizi@bartonhillbristol.org  

What is your approach to teaching children with SEN? 

At Barton Hill Academy we have an expectation that every child receives high teaching throughout 
their educational experience. As part of this expectation, we carefully consider how we identify the 
uniqueness of our school and ensure that any trends in the needs of our children are addressed 
through our universal offer. For example, if we have a large proportion of children with language 
delay, we would adapt our curriculum to address this. This helps us to recognise when a child needs 
additional provision to that on offer to the majority of others. 

Children with special educational needs (SEN) in our setting will either receive SEN Support or have 
an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). Children with identified SEN are generally taught 
alongside their peers but will access a range additional support strategies and resources and 
teaching specific to their needs. Children with disabilities may require a medical plan to meet their 
needs.  

Teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of all the pupils 
in their class. So, the teacher, with support from the SENDCO, will decide the action required 
to help your child make progress. These actions might include:  

 Adapting teaching and learning styles. 

 Providing different learning materials or special equipment. 

 Allocating staff to work with your child in a group or individually for some of the 

time. 

 Running interventions to teach skills and monitoring how effective these are 

 Additional training for staff 

 Asking for support from professionals outside of the school 

 Running interventions given to us by other professionals such as a speech and 

language therapist, occupational therapist or an educational psychologist. 

Will I be consulted about my child’s education? 

We believe all parents and carers of children with SEN should be treated as partners and offered 
support to play an active and valued role in their child’s education. Your perspective is important to 
us. By working as a team, we can help your child to achieve their full potential. 

We encourage our parents and carers to contribute to the assessment of needs, review of 
provision and in planning effective transitions. We do this through: 

 Working closely with you at regular family consultations such as Family Learning 
Conferences, SENDCo meetings and SEND reviews 

 Class teachers and the SENDCo and are available by appointment to meet you if you have 
any specific concerns 

 Our annual report on the progress of your child 

We will aim to have an early discussion with the you and your child when deciding whether your 
child needs special educational provision. These conversations will make sure that: 

 Everyone develops a good understanding of what your child’s strengths and barriers to 
learning are, and the strategies and resources that can help them to be more successful 

 We take into account your concerns 

 Everyone understands what we are aiming to achieve for your child 

 Everyone is clear on what the next steps are 

mailto:sophie.palmizi@bartonhillbristol.org
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How are the children involved in decisions about their own education? 

Children and young people with special educational needs often have a unique knowledge of their 
own needs and circumstances and their own views about what sort of support they would like to 
help them make the most of their education. As Children mature, they will be encouraged to take a 
greater role in developing their Wave 3 SIPs as they endeavour to become more responsible for 
their actions. 

Pupil voice is truly valued at Barton Hill Academy. This means that every effort will be made to elicit 
the opinions and desires of children with SEND.  Children may express their opinions in a variety of 
forms ranging from verbal responses to questions to their responses to their environmental. It is 
the policy of this school that we do our best to take these views into account. Children will be 
encouraged to participate in the decision-making processes affecting them. They will have an 
opportunity to share their views about progress towards targets set and the support they would like 
prior to any meetings to which they will also be invited where appropriate.  

How will I know if my child is making progress? 

At Barton Hill Academy we follow what is called a ‘graduated approach’, which is a cycle of assess, 
plan, do, review.  This means that are constantly looking at working out what is needed, how we 
plan to support this, carrying out our plans and then considering how successful this is and how we 
could improve. In practice this means that the SIPs that are used to outline your child’s needs, and 
the interventions that are set up to teach your child new skills are reviewed and updated every term. 

Unlike many other settings, we set goals for children’s progress. In other words, we work out where 
they are at the start of the year, and from that we work out how much they need to learn and 
progress each term. For children accessing additional and specialised teaching, we would expect 
them to make good progress,  

Each term we look at their progress, and if it isn’t as good as we had expected we investigate why 
this might be and adapt and change accordingly. This may mean looking for alternative 
interventions, support materials or asking for further support from outside agencies. Where 
possible, you and your child will be involved in this process, to develop a good understanding of 
your child’s strengths and difficulties as well as any other concerns. We then jointly agree outcomes 
for the child and the next steps. We also inform parents and young people about the local 
authority’s information, advice and recommended support services. 

You will have the chance to meet with your child’s teacher at least three times a year, when you can 
discuss and find out about the support your child will be having and the progress they are making. 

If your child is on the SEN register, they will have a Wave 3 Special Intervention Plan (SIP) 
which will show the strategies and support being used with your child. This will be reviewed and 
updated regularly throughout the year at meetings with you. 

 For all children who receive SEN Support, targets goals are set annually and reviewed 3 times 
a year at parents’ evenings in the autumn and spring terms and at an additional SEN Support 
Meeting in the summer term.  

 For children with an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP), targets are reviewed at a planned 
Annual Review meeting attended by the SENCO and at least one member of the class team. 
Annual Reviews will take place as near to their due date as possible and a report provided 
for parents, agencies and the Local Authority. When Children are due to transfer to another 
phase planning for this will be started in the year prior to the year of transfer. 

 For children who receive ‘top up’ funding, we will arrange a time to meet with you to discuss 
progress and whether we need to further apply for funding to meet your child’s needs. 
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You will be invited to attend any reviews together with staff involved within school.  Should you be 
unable to attend, we will do everything we can to include your views in the final draft of the review.  

If your child has access support from outside agencies, such as Occupational Therapists or 

Speech and Language support, then you ware likely to be invited into school to meet them and see 

how their suggestions are being carried out in school. Some children may have multi-agency 
meetings where many different staff from a variety of outside agencies meets to discuss progress 
and decide the best ways to support. You will always be informed and invited to these meetings as 
your views and thoughts are vital to building a clear picture of the child.  

If you would like support from outside school, you can contact Supportive Parents support line on 
0117 989 7725 which is run by parents of children with SEND who are extremely experienced and 
knowledgeable. This is a free, confidential and impartial service. Advice can be given about: 

 finding appropriate information 

 preparing for meetings with the school or Local Authority 

 deciding what questions to ask 

 Contributing information about their child’s needs 

 completing paperwork and preparing for meetings 

If your child’s teacher has concerns during the year about the progress your child is making, they 
will contact you to discuss these. At any time of the year, you are welcome to do the same. 

How will my child be supported through any transitions? 

At Barton Hill Academy, we endeavour to ensure transitions both within school and between 
schools are given due consideration and care to ensure that our Children feel emotionally prepared 
for the changes ahead of them. Children with SEN are considered within a framework that focuses 
on wider needs and judgements of vulnerability and further transition arrangements and 
opportunities will occur through the process that recognises this as a potential vulnerability. Other 
children may also present vulnerability at these junctures in their lives. In either case, Children are 
given increased levels of support based on their level of need. 

We recognise the negative impact that transitions can have on children and will endeavor to 
minimise these impacts.  For children who are new to our school, we will try to get as much 
information about their needs before they arrive from parents, carers, the previous school and any 
professionals involved. Similarly, if a child in our care is moving to a new setting, we will make sure 
that we talk directly to the school and share relevant records as soon as possible so that everyone 
is well prepared. As a matter of course, we also try to keep children with the same group of peers 
as they transition through the different year groups and for children with SEN, we ensure that class 
teachers are given time to pass on SIPs to the next teacher and are able to talk through their 
knowledge and recommendations for the following year. 

How is the curriculum and environment adapted to support children with SEN? 
At Barton Hill Academy we believe that your child’s learning needs will first be met through the high-
quality teaching delivered by the class teacher, who takes responsibility for planning an appropriate 
curriculum offer for your child.  

 We carefully plan our curriculum to match the age, ability and needs and interests of all 
children. 

 The class teacher will, whenever necessary, adapt lesson planning and teaching to match 
your child’s special educational needs and/or disability. 

 It may be appropriate to adopt different strategies, use specific resources and adapt 
outcomes to meet your child’s learning needs and ensure they are successful, such as using 
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multimodal (visual, auditory, kinaesthetic) teaching styles, giving longer processing times, 
pre-teaching of key vocabulary, reading instructions aloud, etc. 

 Additional specialist advice is sought when appropriate and, when necessary, accessibility 
aids and technology may be used to support your child’s learning.  

 Barton Hill Academy regularly reviews its Accessibility Plan to ensure that all children have 
the fullest access to the curriculum and the school site as possible.  

 For all children with identified SEN, the school will therefore develop an individual 
Wave 3 Special Intervention Plan (SIP) which will outline each child’s barriers to 
learning, their talents and interests that can be drawn upon to engage them further, 
and specific adaptations they require in order that their individual needs can be met. 

What training do the staff supporting my child have? 

Our teaching staff and support staff are trained in meeting the diverse educational and medical 
needs of children. The training they receive is ongoing. Staff will always follow guidance and advice 
from outside agency professionals. This is especially important when a child has a need that we may 
not have worked with before. 

Through the monitoring and evaluating of our provision the SENCO, with the Principal, will identify 
any particular professional development needs of the staff. This will, where appropriate, be linked 
closely to the school’s improvement plan and/or performance management objectives.  Staff who 
attend courses will feedback on courses attended through staff meetings. Particular support is given 
to Newly Qualified Teachers and other new members of staff. Special Needs is included within all 
school training. In addition, staff attend training organised by the LEA and other agencies. 

The focus for continuing professional development (CPD) will be driven by the school’s SEN profile 
of needs against audited and monitored staff training needs and will be set within the annual SEND 
action plan.  

How will specialist expertise be secured if needed? 

We may involve specialists at any point where a child continues to make less than expected 
progress, despite evidence-based support and interventions that are matched to their area of need.  
Parents/carers are always involved in any decision to seek outside agency support or advice and any 
information is shared with them. 

Examples of specialist services that we may engage with include: 

 Educational Psychologists 

 SENCAT 

 Health professionals – School Nurse, Community Paediatrician, health visitor, specialist 

nurses. Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) Specialist teachers or support 

services, Autism outreach, Sensory support teachers, learning improvement, behaviour 

improvement, early inclusion team 

 Therapists – Speech and Language therapists, play therapists, occupational health 

therapists, and physiotherapists 

An education, health and care plan (EHCP) is for children and young people aged up to 25 who 
need more support than is available through special educational needs support. It identifies 
educational, health and social needs and sets out the additional support to meet those needs. We 
may decide to apply to the  local authority (LA) to carry out an assessment if we think your child 
needs one. A request for an EHC assessment can also be made by anyone else who thinks an 

https://www.gov.uk/find-your-local-council
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assessment may be necessary, including doctors, health visitors, teachers, parents and family 
friends. 

If the LA decide to carry out an assessment will ask for relevant documents such as: 
 reports from your child’s school, nursery or childminder 
 doctors’ assessments of your child 
 a letter from you about your child’s needs 

The local authority will tell you within 16 weeks whether an EHCP is going to be developed for 
your child. If this is the case, they will start by creating a draft EHCP and sending you a copy. You 
have 15 days to comment, including if you want to ask that your child goes to a specialist needs 
school or specialist college. The LA has 20 weeks from the date they receive the request for the 
assessment to give you the final EHC plan. 

If an EHC assessment is something that you wish to consider, it would be helpful to speak to the 
SENDCo to discuss what you are hoping to gain from an EHCP and to plan if, and how, we might be 
able to develop a strong evidence base for the application. Many of the concerns that parents 
have can be addressed as part of the SEN Support provision in school so this discussion is vital to 
ensure that we are able to make amendments and adaptations to current provision as soon as 
possible. 

How will we know if the support that’s been put in place is working? 

We evaluate the effectiveness of provision for children with SEN through careful tracking of data 
related to academic, social, emotional, wellbeing, speaking and listening outcomes. The school will 
consider the views of teaching and non-teaching staff, parents, carers and children. Effective 
provision would be evidenced by: 

 Ongoing implementation of the graduated response through the Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycle. 

 Reviewing children’ individual progress towards their SIP goals each term 

 Reviewing progress in all areas of learning, self-esteem and skills levels 

 Reviewing the impact of interventions after each term 

 Using pupil questionnaires 

 Pupil progress meetings 

 Monitoring the implementation of the SIP in class  

 Reviewing the SEND action plan termly 

 Gathering feedback from Children, parents, staff, governors, LA and OfSTED inspections. 

 Holding annual reviews for children with higher needs funding or EHCPs 

 Comparing the impact of different interventions 

 Recognising and valuing all forms of achievement including personal development and well-
being. 

In addition, the SENDCo will regularly look at the effectiveness of resources, strategies and 
intervention programmes to ensure that they are having a positive impact on children’s 
progress. Adaptations to the provision available in school will constantly be under review and 
take on board current research and recommendations. 

The SENDCo reports to the school governors three times a year on the school’s SEN profile, 
data relating to updates of the SEN register and on the progress made by children across the 
school compared to those without SEN. Reports do not refer to individual children and 
confidentiality is maintained at all times.  
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What support will there be for my child’s happiness and wellbeing? 

At Barton Hill Academy, we believe that the happiness and wellbeing of all our children is incredibly 
important.  All members of staff take this aspect of school life very seriously.  We believe that all 
children should feel that they are safe, have their basic needs met and be made to feel special in 
school, regardless of their individual needs. We therefore place a high importance on children’s 
wellbeing and work to support this in many ways. 

The class teacher has overall responsibility for the pastoral, medical and social care of every child in 
their class. Your child’s class teacher is therefore your first point of contact if you have concerns 
about your child’s well-being. If further support is required the class teacher liaises with the SENCO. 
This may mean involving outside agencies but we will seek parental consent before we make 
referrals to outside agencies. 

We further promote wellbeing in the following ways: 

 Children with SEN are encouraged to be part of the school council. 

 We have five Thrive-trained practitioners who develop a whole-school Thrive strategy. This 
includes provide training based on Thrive influenced approaches to support the social and 
emotional development of children with social, emotional and mental health (SEMH) needs. 
Children with significant needs (SEMH) are assessed by Thrive practitioners and a bespoke plan 
is developed. Social and emotional progress is monitored by termly assessments 

 The school has an ELSA-trained HLTA who supports children with SEMH needs. Our HLTA also 
runs a lunch and break time club which focuses on developing relationships and resolving 
conflicts.  

 The school has a nurture space with two Nurture Group trained practitioners. Children access a 
variety of interventions here and are supported to develop emotionally and socially. For some 
sessions progress is evaluated using Boxall Profile, for others Thrive assessments will form the 
basis for the intervention. 

 The school provides a mentor system whereby children identified as having SEMH needs are 
assigned an adult who they can go to for pastoral support and advice.  

 We do not tolerate bullying of any kind.   

How is my child included in all the same activities as his/her peers at school?  

Barton Hill Academy is an inclusive school and committed to providing equal opportunities for all 
children.  School clubs, before and after school provision, educational visits and residential trips 
are available to all children.  When necessary the school will make reasonable adjustments to 
ensure that children with SEND are included in all activities.  You should also feel free to contact 
your child’s class teacher if you have any concerns. 

 

What specialist services can the school access? 

For local information regarding SEND support in schools:  

 Bristol’s SEND Local Offer https://www.bristol.gov.uk/web/bristol-local-offer 

 Bristol SEN Services https://www.bristol.gov.uk/social-care-health/special-educational-needs-

and-disabilities  

 Children’s Community Health Partnership https://cchp.nhs.uk/ 

 For Nursery aged children - Early Years Portage and Inclusion  

https://www.portage.org.uk/bristol-city-council-early-years-portage-inclusion-team 

https://www.bristol.gov.uk/web/bristol-local-offer
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/social-care-health/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/social-care-health/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities
https://cchp.nhs.uk/
https://www.portage.org.uk/bristol-city-council-early-years-portage-inclusion-team
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Any changes to the information occurring during the year will be updated as soon as possible in line 
with the Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014. 

Contacts, compliments and complaints 

The Principal, leadership team and other staff at Barton Hill Academy are always happy to hear your 
views, comments, questions and concerns. This way, we can celebrate our successes and good 
practice, and work together to avoid any problem escalating. 

In the first instance, you may like to speak to your child’s class teacher. Alternatively, you can 
arrange to see the SENDCo, Sophie Palmizi sophie.Palmizi@bartonhillbristol.org  

If you wish to speak to any of member of the Senior Leadership Team please make an appointment 
via the school office to speak to the inclusion manager, Shelley Kent or the principal, Emma Tovey. 
info@bartonhillbristol.org   

If the matter cannot be resolved informally then a formal complaint, in writing, should be forwarded 
to the Chair of the Governing Body, Fiona Westwood, via the school postal address:  
Barton Hill Academy, Queen Ann Road, Barton Hill, Bristol, BS5 9TX 

For further information, see our Complaints Policy & Procedures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sophie.Palmizi@bartonhillbristol.org
mailto:info@bartonhillbristol.org

